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EHS Shine and Inspire Closet 

“If we help you to shine, what will that inspire you to do?” 

This September, Ewing High School was first school in Mercer County to open a Shine and Inspire Closet.  The 
idea for the Shine and Inspire Closet is the creation of Carol Feldman whose non-profit organization, Shine and 
Inspire, Inc. a 501(c)3, mission is to enhance the quality of life for Mercer County, New Jersey residents through 
the charitable gifts of local businesses and members of the community.   

EHS Physical Education teacher Jo Marie Holzhammer spearheaded the project 
at Ewing High School with the permission of EHS Principal Ed Chmiel this 
summer, with the only requirement being the need for a ‘little’ space. 

The items stored in the closet are primarily hygiene products but the closet also 
has school supplies, snacks, some clothing and jackets.  Any student is allowed to 
take any item from the closet, no questions asked.  To help facilitate the 
distribution of items students might need Ms. Holzhammer took it one step 
further and created buckets with supplies and placed them inside of the boys 
and girls locker rooms in the gym.  The buckets are filled with toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, deodorant, shampoo and conditioner, lotion, brushes and a 
number of other items that students might need in a pinch.  Items can also be 
found in the Ewing High School Nurses office. 

The Shine and Inspire Closet is located in the Ewing High School Life Skills 
classroom.  Students in the class organize the donations and keep the closet 
stocked in a presentable fashion.  The closet helps students in the Life Skills class 
develop skills that might be required in future employment opportunities such as 
taking inventory, assisting ‘customers’ be it students or a teacher looking for an 
item to help a student in need. It is a win-win for all those involved. 

In the fall Carol Feldman asked Ms. Holzhammer to speak at one of the 
organizations fundraisers to explain how the closet works, and to help promote 
other schools to start their own Shine and Inspire Closet.   Since then Trenton 
and Princeton schools have started closets and all three Hamilton High schools 
are hoping to begin soon. 

The Shine and Inspire Ewing Closet has received many donations from residents including former EHS student, 
Aimee Ritter who dropped of a large donation.  A special thank you goes out to Joan George for her generous 
donation that helped four Ewing families have food during the holiday season. 
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The Mercer County Prosecutors office collected and dropped off supplies recently that were distributed to all of 
the high schools having a closet and currently the Mercer County Board of Chosen Freeholders holding a supply 
drive until February 25, 2020.   

To learn more about Shine and Inspire visit their website:  https://shineandinspire.org/ 

 


